
bookshelves, and a corner bar, complete
with a 100-year-old stained-glass window
which originally hung in the owner's grand-
father's pub in Derry.

Inside the large windows at the front is a
restful sun lounge which is used as a dining
area and is also a good place to watch the
horses gallop past.

Around the property there's half an acre
of well-planted gardens with lawns and
trees, and a greenhouse with Black Ham-
burg grape vines.

There's also an enclosed Mediterranean
style patio with a built-in BBQ oven, a bar
and a striking naked lady waterfall feature.

Situated at Curraheen, one mile east of
Conna, Halcyon is now on the market with a
guide of •290,000. Selling agents Michael
Dorgan Auctioneers say it has charm, char-
acter, attractive gardens and scenic
countryside views Ð all within a 30-minute
drive of the Jack Lynch Tunnel.
VERDICT : Colourful and characterful, like
many of its owners

redecorated existing rooms which included
two bedrooms, one en suite, a bathroom, a
kitchen, a utility room and a lounge which
they turned into a large front bedroom.

The transforming feature is a huge glazed
section Ð made with Norwegian hardwood
by a joiner in Omagh, it gives the front some-
thing of the appearance a Victorian garden
room.

Painted terracotta red on the outside, the
highly individual property looks as if it's
made up of three separate wings. In the in-
terests of symmetry, the last owner's bay
window has been moved around to a bed-
room at the back.

The main room is a 25' long sitting room
which has been painted deep red Ð to
contrast with the white of a snowy painting
of Napoleon's cavalry which hangs above a
reclaimed art deco mahogany fireplace.
This is one of many pictures in the property
which have been painted by the owner.

Features in the sitting room include a
vaulted ceiling, a doorway surrounded with

the owner, adding that the horses galloping
by have included 2003 Grand National
winner Monty's Pass.

Angela Lansbury owned Halcyon for
around ten years before she went back to the
US in the 1980s to film Murder She Wrote ,
and still owns another East Cork coastal
property.

The local postmistress facilitated the sub-
sequent sale when she told her brother-in-
law, Comdt Denis Mellerick, about the prop-
erty. ªHe bought it when he retired as direc-
tor of music at the Curragh and made one
major change Ð he extended the lounge and
put in a bay window to bring in a grand
piano,º reveals the current owner, also a
brother-in-law of the local post-mistress,
who bought Halcyon in 1996.

At first it was a holiday home but when he
and his wife moved there permanently, they
transformed the property with a substantial
extension. Adding a sun lounge, a large sit-
ting room and an en-suite bedroom, they in-
creased the living space to 2,000 sq ft. They

�2wned over the years by a movie ac-
tress, a musician and an artist, Hal-
cyon is a charming and unusual
property with a past that is guaran-

teed to keep dinner guests entertained.
!hen actress Angela Lansbury lived dur-

ing the 19"0s at #nockmourne Glebe, a near-
by Georgian property, she bought this as a
guest cottage for visiting family, friends,
and Hollywood actors. Among those who
stayed was Hurd Hatfield a 1950s matinee
idol who is quoted as having spent many
happy afternoons at Halcyon.

!hen originally built in 1969, this was a
two-bed $ofab house made with prefabri-
cated concrete panels. !hat made it inter-
esting was the fact that to make it south
facing, its first owner put the front entrance
at the rear of the site Ð which means para-
doxically that you have to drive around the
back to get to the front.

Some years later, when Jimmy Magner,
the owner of the adjoining property put in a
gallop, the front of this house was perfectly
positioned to look out on the horses as they
trained.

ª!e can look out over the front hedge in
the morning at the horses go past,º reveals

�$�Q�J�H�O�D�·�V���$�V�V�H�W�V
Angela Lansbury is just one of the notable previous owners of this intriguing home, writesTrish Dromey

Halcyon in Conna, East Cork, was originally built in 1969, but has been extended a number of times. The drive up to it brings you around the back, giving the
south-facing front an unobstructed vista of horses Ð once including a Grand National winner Monty's Pass Ð galloping by.

Conna, Co Cork
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off-street parking for a few
cars, attractive and well-
shrubbed front lawn and
garden, slender detached
garage to the side, and a
lovely, private rear garden
with mature screening
and colourful planting.

In fact, the well-sized,
west-facing back garden
was home to a polytunnel
for a number of years, shel-

stand-alone No 9 runs close
to 1,700 sq ft, thanks to some
modest and bright add-ons
done by its owners for the
past 20 years, shortly after
they moved in, in their
family rearing stages.

Time ¯ies, and children
gain wings; one's now in
Perth and two others are
¯edged, so it's early down-
size time, and a lifestyle
move to west Cork for No 9's
owners. As a result, No 9's
new to market with Mal-
colm Tyrrell of Cohalan
Downing, who guides the
immaculate four-bed with
west-facing back gardens at
•625,000.

This particular stretch,
just off busier roads through
Beaumont, is home to a mix
of bungalows and two-
storeys builds, built back in
a time of generous gardens.
No 9's no different, coming
as it does with a printed and
painted concrete drive for

�$ C!"P#$ of the
more recent house
sales around this
Dundanion%Beau-

mont Cork home saw bun-
galows on large gardens and
corner sites snapped up for
their plot value, each set for
demolition and replacement
with a small number of new
builds. &eck, even the local
(par just got sold, and is due
for demolition and replace-
ment by two semi-ds, due to
demand for homes in this vi-
cinity.

That's not going to be the
fate or case here, though at 9
Dundanion )oad; it will be
bought solely for its attract-
iveness as it stands, as well
as detached status, its lo-
cation, rear garden aspect
and size, and space.

Now coming up on 70
years of age, and set on a
slightly sloping road above
Beaumont Crescent and par-
allel to Beaumont Drive, the

�0�D�W�X�U�H���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�H���L�V
Generous sites are a hallmark of the Beaumont area in Cork's south

ª !o " runs
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for painting wood units, this
elm beauty surely is a con-
tender to survive as-is!

There's an extended
wood-sheeted vaulted ceil-
ing section over the dining
table, and adjacent is a very
bright living space with
sloping ceiling and "elux,
and the almost lean-to sun
room opens through #rench
doors to a raised deck, patio
and garden. All the bound-
aries are mature $including
a scented white lilac% and
there's practically no over-
looking.

The more distant rear
view includes the mature
tree-line of Beaumont's pub-
lic park by the old quarry
and playing pitches, and
national schools, while Bal-
lintemple and Blackrock vil-
lages, and the Marina, and
P&irc () Chaoimh are all
within a short walk.
VERDICT:  No 9 under-
states its arty charms.

are many of the rooms with-
in, on both levels, and this
house has two main recep-
tion rooms to the front, left
and right of the cherry wood
hall ¯oor.

*ne reception room has a
new wood-burning stove
$helping No 9 get a C2 B+/
as a renewable energy
source%, with unusual, low-
slung stone cladding by the
skirting boards and the
other has a double aspect,
now looking through glass
to a rear, high-ceiling-
ed sun-room addition, off
the kitchen0dining section,
and has an original wood
¯oor and second fireplace.

The kitchen, via a side
hall past a guest 1C, has a
dark slate ¯oor, and granite
tops up on test-of-time-
standing kitchen units and
dresser0press, in Irish +lm,
done by 3ome4rown
5itchens. If any kitchen de-
serves to escape the trend

tering behind the garage;
now, it has been taken back
down $gone west!% but
there's still a decent raised
veg bed, planted up with
salad, veg and chard. If the
sale goes smoothly and
swiftly, new occupants
could be in residence here,
in time for the last of the
2678 autumn harvest.

*ne of the vendors is an
artist, painter, printmaker
and ceramicist, who re-
turned to art school in her
family rearing age and as a
result all the art and scenes
: large and small : hang-
ing on the walls of No 9 are
by her own hand; she also
hand-painted tiles and then
smashed them reassembling
them for a guest bath-
room's feature sink sur-
round, depicting an under-
water scene, with golden
yellow koi fish.

Also freshly painted, or at
least perfectly presented,
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